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“An enthusiastic and experienced Computational Chemist highly interested in mechanistic toxicology and alternatives to animal testing to ensure safety of chemicals”
Professional Experience
	2012 – 2017
	Computational Chemist (Unilever SEAC, UK)

Delivery of Chemistry expertise and early safety prognosis of new ingredients to global multidisciplinary project teams across all business categories (personal care, home care, foods and refreshment) to support risk assessment strategies. Team member of various Unilever Innovation Projects to support new risk assessment strategies using PBPK modelling, 21st Century Toxicology and exposure-waving approaches, and Regulatory Projects to support cosmetic ingredients in the EU. Deputy Leader of the Computational Chemistry team.

	2006 – 2012
	Knowledge Base Senior Scientist (Lhasa Limited, Leeds, UK)

Analysis of biological and pre-clinical data for the identification of complex structure-activity relationships (SAR) and mechanisms of toxicity for various toxicity endpoints.  Development of the knowledge base in the toxicity prediction software, Derek for Windows. Successful management and delivery of collaborative projects with external organisations for the development of target organ toxicity predictions and proof of concept of adverse outcome pathways respectively.


Education
	2002-2006
	PhD Organic Chemistry (University of Newcastle)
Thesis title: 'Models for coenzyme B12-dependent Mutases'. Supervision by Prof B.T. Golding. Project funded by Marie Curie Research Framework Program FP5 “Cobalamins and Mimics”. Collaborations with Prof Buckel (Department of Microbiology, Philips Universitat, Marburg, Germany) and Dr Tarbre (Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry, University of Bern, Switzerland). 

	2001-2002
	MPhil Analytical-Organic Chemistry (University of A Coruña, Spain)
“Towards the Analysis of Marine Oil Spills and Aging Studies of Petroleum and Derivatives by spectroscopic techniques”. Supervision by Dr J. M. Andrade in collaboration with Repsol-YPF (petrochemical company).

	1996-2001
	Degree in Chemistry (University of A Coruña, Spain)


Key Skills:

· Early safety prognosis of ingredients/functional actives: predictive chemistry, read across, mechanistic toxicology, metabolism and PBPK
· Excellent chemical perception and analytical skills for the development of complex SARs in several important toxicological endpoints
· Extensive experience in data mining and ability to extract and interpret scientific data from various sources, such as preclinical in vitro data, published literature or online resources [Toxnet, Medline, SciFinder, PubMed, ChemSpider]
· Computer literate, familiar with Microsoft packages, database platforms [ISIS, Accord, Vitic, Instant JChem], data management/visualisation and chemoinformatics platforms [Pipeline Pilot, Leadscope, ChemTK, Spotfire] and various toxicity prediction software [Derek/Meteor Nexus, ToxTree, TIMES, OECD (Q)SAR Toolbox, Leadscope,  BioLoom].
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· R. Fernandez-Varela, D. Suarez-Rodriguez, M.P. Gomez-Carracedo, J.M. Andrade, E. Fernandez, S. Muniategui, D. Prada, 'Screening the origin and weathering of oil slicks by attenuated total reflectance mid-IR spectrometry', Talanta, 68, 116-125 (2005)
· W. Buckel, A. J. Pierik, S. Plett, A. Alhapel, D. Suarez, S. M. Tu, B. T. Golding, ‘Mechanism-based inactivation of coenzyme B12-dependent 2-methyleneglutarate mutase by (Z)-glutaconate and buta-1,3-diene-2,3-dicarboxylate’, Eur. J. Inorg. Chem. 18, 3622-3626 (2006)
· Diana Suarez, Gilles Laval, Shang-Min Tu, Dong Jiang, Claire L. Robinson, Richard Scott, Bernard T. Golding, ‘Benzylic Brominations with N-Bromosuccinimide in (Trifluoromethyl)benzene’, Synthesis, 11, 1807-1810 (2009)
· Marchant CA, Fisk L, Note RR, Patel ML and Suarez D, ‘An expert system approach to the assessment of hepatotoxic potential’, Chemistry & Biodiversity, 2009, 6(11), 2107-2114
· D Suarez et al, ‘Using Knowledge Base Expert Systems to Investigate the Role of Metabolism in Target Organ Toxicity’, Drug Metabolism Reviews, 39 (Suppl.I), 339-340 (2007); D Suarez et al, ‘Mechanistic Understanding of In Silico Predictions’, Toxicology Letters, 180 (1), S59 (2008)
Symposium, Conferences and Training Courses:

· Invited speaker at the CMPTI Conference, Seoul, 2013
· Invited speaker at the Industrial Genotoxicity Group (IGG), 2012
· SOT attendance
· Toxicology and Risk Assessment, Continuous education.
· Soft skills:
· “Assertion at work”, “Navigating through Changes, “Time Management and Personal Effectiveness”, “Presenting for impact”, “Mastering meetings” – John Leighton, UK

· “Project Management course – PRINCE”, Remarc, Leeds, UK

· Proof Reader Course – Society of Editors & Proof Readers (UK)
Personal Details and Interests:

Date and place of birth: 3rd January 1978, A Coruña, Spain
Passionate for learning languages, Japanese is my biggest challenge!
